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WASHINGTON= What has hap-:
pened in Poland raises perhaps the:
most complex setz'of choices ever’
cast. up by a poutiml-xdeoloaiml-
‘upheaval on thesfault: line that
runs beneath the East-Wst divide

Each time there has been a seis~
mic tremor at the juncture where: QJ

capitalism and com-

les munism discordant-
ANALYSIS ly*meet‘ the -United
States-has found —

as have its adversaries’in the
Kremlin ‘— that therc are no casy'
choices. .

For ali the antieommunisnc fcr—i
vor:of the Eisenhower years; on:
which the Reagan Administration
looks back. in envy, Secretary .of
State John Foster Dulles could not
{and never planned to) deliver
phy slcally on his rhetoric of “liber-

ation™ and rollback in Eastem
Europe £ '

‘The Reagan Adminlstratian re-
members that, and it is not vulner-.
able to any similar expectations
from .the people-of. Poland. Never-
theless, the United States in other
ways feels the violent tremors in~
side ‘Poland.~-which have shaken”
the entire Soviet-bloc and, in their;,
denouement, aré now bound tcr
shake the. Wst.;: TR S *;

Politically, the United. States. wi

impaled in Poland by the American
leadership of the Western alliance.?|
and doubly so by special American= |
Polish ties which date back to the
18th century. ~¢:2oseis

A r2Res es..Western ;governments_ and

Dlplomatimlly. it <ls impalod by
the outcome in Poland because it is+
“joined with the Soviet Union in an;
elusive search in Geneva for a mea-]
sure of nuclear arms control}
which Western Europeans now see]
as a: touchstone for their survival,]
and perhaps for the cohesion of the

West as well. - SN, 4

By no means -least of all..the
United States and its allies-are.en-
:%Tled’irr 4 financial webswhich

es “communist Polanﬁa“aﬁ {crip-
ﬁdebtor‘of Western ‘capitalism
t@e-tune,of $26 billion;-.and

financial. hostagw to th' -fu-‘
tmsenf Polandi-:xt
o single hation has cont.rol of

tmfrfpthfor‘the. next act:in this:
A o jrama | it'cannot'auto-r
‘medcallyi repeat what happened i
tf;ﬁast' Gérman’ ‘uprising.of-1953;
bloodi&ﬂun garian-revelution:
d’{a the poLtimlm:volt.
olandithat same’ *jears in” the.
%L destruction of thes‘Czecho-
skifak summez” in 1968, or in Po-
1and's forceﬁn suppressim in 1970
of>its recurrent food riots, when
Léh Walesa-and others learned”
tzlessons which enabled them, in
1980 “to mount _their bold
c%l:nge to Soviet rule. . >
w the complexities of the Po-
128 situatiorr have multiplted::so:
has the price on both’ sides, East’
and West, for action or inaction.
It would take a diplomatic glant *
- or an extraordinarily lucky nov-=
‘ice — to find a path through this

‘morass with.any degree of, confl- |

‘ dence. Even: ‘then, no amount: of -
.wisdom or luck could assure that
:all-the ggr_peung forces involved,.:
—-—-—-w“‘"'"’"]
Finside ami Ede Poland:: would’
~interact in :accordanw with the
mosfumning grand designzst zpal

‘The Rcagan Aﬂministration’
“does not; and-cannot, claim any

- lr was" positioned &rly An its
> termt. as the Carter Administration
had been, for what most diplomats
. later came to recognize as the least
-likely probability: a bolt-out-of-the- -
blue frontal assault.i with Soviet
‘and other Warsaw Pact -armies

_leaping-into-action to crush inde- 3

pendent unions, free speech, phu-?
“ralistic_politics, and all the. auda-=:

thats plan ‘actually “Would be ful-

" tary context,’ however,.never rise
* exactly in conformity: with any ad-

“" To counter such a crude thrust,
it was comparatively easy for the
Carter Administration to gain gen-
eral agreementinsxde the North At-
lantic Treaty Ordamzatxon (NATQ)
for nonmxhtary retaliatory. mea-
sures: notablyXdiplomatic and eco-
nomic: reprisalsagamst the Soviet
Union. That has remained the
‘benchmark for coordinated NATO
response to.flagrant- Soviet. inter- .
vention in Poland. . .

. ‘The secrecy surrounding details )
ot “the allled contingency plan has
_helped, not unintentionally: to

fmufﬂe doubts..about.iow loyally.

_filled?"if the balloon goes ap.” T
Balloons lrr diplomatic or mm-~

versary s/ contlngency plan. That-

Tin effect was coriceded b Secrela
cof S;atezA[exanaer M. Hai when

ciouswentum of- the~Solldarlt
Lz - B0 S y

sk (55

'awarc of gscalating tension in Po-]
"land, theWest.as a whole had been

-caught off guard bythecmckdown )
in Poland at davm that dav.__‘ BRSNS

The elaborate enforccment of
martial law in Poland and the even
“more elaborate nationalistic ratio-
_pale that accompanied it obviously
took days, probably weeks, of prep-;
- aration and coordination. It 1s not
*surprising,.” therefore, that formu--
Jlating a- plausible response to it is*
‘no.overnight task for an alliance
“not noted these days for dutifully
following anyone’s lead...:
-. For the crisis-untested and fre—
“quently openly divided Reagan Ad--
ministration, it is difficult to imag-
ine an international problem that
:could..confront it with more-com-;

: plex requirements for diplomatlc
subtlcty.
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